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The Prophetic Word
2 Pet. 1:16-21

INTRODUCTION.
A. Several vears ago, a teenager left home to attend college.

1. His mother, worried about him, gave him a Bible and printed a verse of Scripture on the flyleaf.

a. The young man soon discovered college life to be an endless series of parties, in which he spent
all the money he could acquire on fleeting pleasures.

b. On one occasion, he needed money for whiskey, and he pawned his Bible for it.

¢. Nevertheless, he eventually made it through college and became a doctor in a large hospital.

2. One day, Dr Mackay treated a dying patient who knew that he was dying and asked for his “book.”
a. After the man passed away, Dr. Mackay noticed the man’s “book™ among his effects.

b. He couldn’t believe his eyes. It was the very Bible his mother had given to him years before,
with his name and the verse of Scripture of the flyleaf.

3. He retreated to his office and began poring over the book. He soon became a Christian and the
author of the hymn, “Revive Us, Again.”

B. Scripture has great power to convert.

1. *I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes” (Rom. 1:16).

2. “The word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart™ (Heb.
4:12),

C. Scripture derives that great power to convert from the fact the gospel came from the hand of God.

1. In our passage this morning, Peter speaks of the origin of The Prophetic Word.

2. He points out The Revelation to Apostles & The Inspiration to Holy Men.

THE REVELATION TO APOSTLES, vv. 16-18.
A. Peter denies that he and the other apostles followed “cleverly invented stories™ when they preached
about Christ, v. 16.
1. The Greek term translated “myths™ or “stories™ was a term used negatively for untrue stories.
2. Myths have long been a problem in Christianity.
a. Timothy was to charge the brethren in Ephesus not “to devote themselves to myths and endless
genealogies. These promote controversies rather than God's work — which is by faith™ (1 Tim.
1:4).
b. Paul prophesied that the time would come when men would “turn their ears away from the truth
and turn aside to myths™ (2 Tim. 4:4).
3. Peter says, “What we apostles have declared is no myth; it’s truth.”
B. Peter had every right to claim that what he had declares was true, for the apostles “were eyewitnesses
of his majesty,” v. 16.
1. In this context, Peter specifically speaks of the Transfiguration — he claims that he and James and
John beheld the Transfiguration with their own eyes.
2. Throughout the NT, the apostles claim to have been eyewitnesses of Jesus.
a. Apostles were to be witnesses to the resurrection of Christ (Acts 1:22).
b. And, the apostles claimed to be such:
- “We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14).
- 1JIn 1:1-3.

C. Peter speaks of the honor and glory Jesus received when he was Transfigured, and then Peter writes,

“We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred
mountain™ (v, 18).

N. Here we see one of the wavs God revealed his will to man; through the evewitness of the apostles.






