
A Birth in Bethlehem 

Mic 5:1-2 

INTRODUCTION 
A.  Illustration about the St. Mary of Bethlehem hospital in England, Encyclopedia of 1 5,000  
 Illustrations, #6100. 
 1.  It is, indeed, unfortunate that Bethlehem came to be shortened to Bedlam. 
 2.  It is unfortunate because it was at Bethlehem that God became man and began to live among  
  his creatures. 
B.  This is the time of year where the world centers its attention on the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 1.  That is, in many ways, unfortunate. 
  a.  It is unfortunate that many think only of Jesus as a tiny baby in a manger rather than the  
   Redeemer of mankind. 
  b.  It is unfortunate that many only think of Jesus this one time a year. 
  c.  It is unfortunate that many remember Jesus‟ birth when we are told specifically to  
   remember his death (Mt. 26:26-29). 
 2.  But, Scripture does say some things about the birth of our Savior, and we want to focus on  
  what Micah says in 5:1-2 about "A Birth in Bethlehem? 

THAT BIRTH GIVES HOPE 
A. Our passage this morning comes right after a pronouncement of judgment (in fact, one often finds  
 comfort after judgment in Micah). 
 1.  Notice Micah 4:10 where Micah predicts the Babylonian Captivity. 
 2.  Although the Captivity was a relatively short period of time (70 years), many would die in  
  Captivity, and countless people lived all their lives in Captivity. 
B.  But, there was coming a Ruler from Bethlehem. 
 1.  The king of` Judah would be deposed (notice verse I) — "They will strike the judge of Israel  
  [the king] with a rod on the cheek", the kingdom would be taken into Captivity, but One  
  would come whose kingdom would not be taken from him. 
 2.  This had to be a great source of comfort for the Israelites. 
  a.  Imagine the pain of hearing that your homeland would be ravaged by conquerors and that  
   your ruler would be deposed. 
  b.  But, there was coming a King who would be the Messiah, the deliverer. 
  c.  The Messiah gave these Jews great hope. 
C.  Jesus continues to give hope. 
 1.  It is he who gives us the hope of the forgiveness of sins. 
 2.  It is he who gives us the hope of life after death. 
 3.  It is he who gives us hope when life seems unbearable. 
 4.  Illustration about Alexander the Great‟s "mercy” lamp, Encyclopedia of 15,000 Illustrations,  
  #5147. 
  a.  Jesus is our "hope" lamp, as long as he is, we have hope. 
  b.  Is Jesus your hope? 

THE BIRTH WAS IN OBSCURITY 
A.  Bethlehem Ephrathah was little among the thousands of Judah. 
 1.  Ephrathah was the ancient name of Bethlehem and the mention of "Ephrathah" here  
  distinguishes this Bethlehem from all the others. 



 2.  "Thousands of Judah" refers to the villages of Judah, for each village consisted of roughly a  
  thousand people. 
 3.  The birth of Jesus was in obscurity. 
  a.  He did not choose a great entrance into the world — he was born in a small village, born  
   of a virgin, born in a stable. 
  b.  Except for the announcement to the shepherds and the star the wise men followed, we  
   find no miraculous announcement of the birth of the King of Israel. 
B.  No doubt, Jesus‟ obscure birth resulted from his desire to be humble. 
 1.  Jesus demonstrated the utmost humility during his earthly ministry. 
  a.  “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you  
   will find rest for your souls" (Mt. 1 1:29). 
  b.  "You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes  
   He became poor that you through His poverty might become rich" (2 Cor. 8:9). 
  c.  "And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to  
   the point of death, even the death of the cross" (Phil. 2:8). 
 2.  Think about his humility: 
  a.  He did not have to come to this earth, leaving all of his heavenly glory, but he did so. 
  b.  He did not have to submit himself to the torture of crucifixion, but he did so. 
  c.  He did not have to make himself a servant of others (he had every right to be served), but  
   he did so. 
C.  From Jesus, we learn much about our need to be humble. 
 1.  We need to demonstrate the utmost humility in our lives; we dare not think we are more than  
  we are. 
  a.  "Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to  
   one another" (Rom. 12:10). 
  b.  "Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let  
   each esteem others better than himself"‟ (Phil. 2:3), 
 2.  Illustration about Teddy Roosevelt and William Beebe‟s finding the spiral galaxy Andromeda  
  at the upper left hand corner of the Great Square of Pegasus, Illustrations for Preachers and  
  Teachers, "Ego Reduction!," sv "Politics," sv "Humility." 

THE BIRTH WOULD RESULT IN RULE 
A.  "Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel.” 
B.  Jesus would be Ruler in Israel. 
 1.  Jesus demonstrated authority throughout his earthly ministry. 
  a.  “So it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His  
   teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes" (Mt. 7:28- 
   29). 
  b.  "The Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins" (Mt. 9:6). 
  c.  "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth" (Mt. 28: 18). 
 2.  Those living at the time of Christ understood that the Messiah would be the King of the Jews. 
  a.  The wise men came to Jerusalem asking, “Where is He who has been born King of the  
   Jews?" (Mt. 2:1-2). Herod had all the male children in and around Bethlehem put to  
   death because he didn‟t want competition (Mt. 2:16-18). 
  b.  Pilate asked Jesus, "Are You the King of the Jews?" (Mt. 27:11). 
  c.  Above the cross, Pilate had written, "THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS" (Mt.  
   27:37). 
 3.  Jesus is Ruler in the church, the new Israel. 
  a.  Eph. 5:23-24. 
  b.  "He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,  
   that in all things He may have the preeminence" (Col. 1:18). 



C.  We need to submit to the reign of Christ. 
 1.  Every part of our lives need to be molded after what he desires, what he wills — We need to do  
  nothing of which he would not approve. 
 2.  Every part of the church needs to be molded after what he desires — We need to worship the  
  way he desires, we need to be organized the way he desires, we need to teach the way he  
  desires. 
 3.  Have you fully submitted to the reign of Christ'? 

THE BIRTH WAS IN HUMAN FORM 
A.  "Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting? 
 1.  The expression "to go forth" means primarily "to conduct one‟s activities." In other words,  
  Jesus was active before his incarnation. 
 2.  This birth was in human form in that Jesus existed long before his birth in Bethlehem; he is  
  eternal, he has always existed and shall always exist. 
  a.  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God"  
   (Jn. 1:1). 
  b.  “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM" (Jn. 8:58). 
  c.  "I am the Alphas and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last" (Rev.  
   22:13). 
B.  Jesus‟ eternity means that he is God. 
 1.  One who is eternal must be God. 
 2.  As we read Scripture, we discover that in fact Jesus is divine; he is God. 
  a.  "Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you  
   overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood" (Acts  
   20:28). 
  b.  "But to the Son He says: „Your throne, O God, is forever and ever" (Heb. 1:8)- the Father  
   calls the Son God. 
C.  Jesus‟ divinity means that God has become man and dealt among the creation. 
 1.  God has endured the same temptations we endure, the same frustrations we endure, the same  
  heartbreak we endure. 
 2.  God, in the Person of Jesus Christ, has lived as a man and he understands what it‟s like to live  
  as a man. 
 3.  “We do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all  
  points tempted as we are, yet without sin" (Heb. 4:15). 
  a.  When we stand before the Judgment, we will not be able to say, “God, you didn‟t know  
   what it was like. It was just too hard to do what you wanted." 
  b.  We won‟t be able to say that, because God in the Person of Jesus Christ experienced life as  
   a man. 

CONCLUSION 
A.  That birth in Bethlehem is important in human history — it is important because God became  
 man, and a few years later he would die for man and be raised again. 
B.  We‟ve thought about Jesus‟ birth this morning, but what about your birth — have you been born  
 again? 
 1.  "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God"  
  (Jn. 3:3). 
 2.  When Nicodemus asked Jesus how one could be born again, Jesus explained — "Most  
  assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the  
  kingdom of God” (Jn. 3:5). 
  a.  Have you been born again? 



  b.  If you need to be born again, we stand ready to assist you. 
 
 


