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Topical Sermons: 

Glimpses of the Christ Child 

 
 

I.        INTRODUCTION. 
          A.  Baby pictures are important to every parent. 
                1.   Rarely, will you find a parent without at least one picture in his 

wallet. 
                2.   Seldom will you find a parent who doesn't want to show off every 

pictures he has. 
                3.   Pictures often capture the personality of the child--Is he 

mischievous?  Does he cry often?  Does he demand much 
attention. 

          B.  In a very real sense, the NT contains Jesus' baby pictures. 
                1.   Four times in his young life, our Lord came into contact with 

individuals who would never be the same. 
                2.   These pictures allow us a glimpse of the young child. 
 

 II.    JESUS DESERVES WORSHIP, Mt. 2:1-12. 
          A.  Wise men from the East came to worship the Christ child. 
                1.   These wise men were likely from Persia; they were likely 

emissaries from one or more nations. 
                2.   These were the scientists and astronomers of the first century. 
                3.   These men had seen Jesus' star in the East. 
                      a.   Exactly how they knew to follow this star to find the Christ 

child we are not told. 
                      b.   Yet, somehow they knew the King of Israel had been born. 
          B.  The wise men went to the house where Jesus' family lived, Mt. 2:11. 
                1.   When they came into the house, they worshiped Jesus. 
                2.   Even though Jesus was a small child, the wise men knew he 

deserved praise. 
          C.   Throughout his life on this earth, Jesus was worshiped. 
                1.   After Jesus walked on the water, his disciples worshiped him, 

saying, "Truly You are the Son of God" (Mt. 14:33). 
                2.   The women who found the empty tomb worshiped the Lord (Mt. 
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28:9). 
                3.   When the disciples saw Jesus after the resurrection, they 

worshiped him (Mt. 28:17). 
          D.  The Gr. term for "worship" has an interesting etymology. 
                1.   The term literally means to kiss toward someone. 
                2.   The ancient Oriental custom of salutation included kissing. 
                      a.   When the individuals were of equal rank, they would kiss on 

the lips. 
                      b.   When the difference of rank was slight, they kissed each other 

on the cheeks. 
                      c.   However, when one was much inferior, he fell on his knees 

and touched his forehead to the ground while he threw kisses to 
his superior. 

                            - This final meaning stands behind the NT usage of "worship." 
                            - "Worship" is where one prostrates himself before 

Deity and exclaims, "You are greater than I." 

          E.   Because Jesus is greater than we, he still deserves our praise. 
                1.   At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow in heaven, of those on 

earth, and of those under the earth (Phil. 2:10). 
                2.   When Jesus was brought into the world, God said, "Let all the 

angels of God worship Him" (Heb. 1:6).  If angelic beings who are 
higher than we need to worship Jesus, surely we do. 

          F.   Are you giving Jesus the praise he deserves? 
 

 III.   JESUS IS FOR SHARING, Lk. 2:17-18. 
          A.  Shepherds come into contact with Jesus, Lk. 2:8-16. 
                1.   These shepherds were watching their flock by night. 
                2.   An angel appeared to them and told them that the Messiah had 

been born in Bethlehem; This angel told the shepherds how to find 
the Christ child. 

                3.   A multitude of the heavenly host appeared and praised God. 
                4.   The shepherds went and found the child just as the angel had 

told them. 
                      a.   The shepherds went with haste and found Mary, Joseph, and 

Jesus. 
                      b.   There is a sense of urgency here--the shepherds wasted no 

time. 
          B.  Shepherds were about like tax collectors. 
                1.   They were looked down upon and considered "sinners." 
                2.   Yet, an angel appeared to them and gave them value. 
          C.   The shepherds shared their experience. 
                1.   They made known the saying told them about the child, Lk. 2:17. 



                2.   Those who heard the shepherds marveled at what they were told, 
Lk. 2:18. 

          D.  Just like the shepherds, we need to make known what has been told 
us about the Christ. 

                1.   On one occasion the Lord told Paul, "Do not be afraid, but speak, 
and do not keep silent" (Acts 18:9). 

                      a.   Too many times we keep silent--we never speak to the co-
worker, to the friend, to the relative. 

                      b.   If we are to be God's people, we must share what we've been 
told. 

                2.   "Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in 
him, and he in God" (1 Jn. 4:15). 

                      a.   Do we confess Jesus with our lives? 
                      b.   Do we bear testimony that he is the Son of God? 
 

 IV.   JESUS IS THE SAVIOR, Lk. 2:25-35. 
          A.  Simeon came into contact with Jesus. 
                1.   Simeon was a just and devout man who had the Holy Spirit, Lk. 

2:25. 
                2.   God had revealed to Simeon that he would not die until he had 

seen the Christ, Lk. 2:26. 
                3.   Simeon entered the temple and took Jesus into his arms, Lk. 

2:28-32.  Simeon referred to Jesus as: 
                      a.   God's salvation, v. 30.  Indeed, Jesus brings God's salvation 

into this world. 
                            -   "Jesus" literally means "The Lord is salvation." 
                            -   Jesus is the only door for those who would have eternal life 
(Jn. 10:9). 
                            -   Jesus is the only Savior (Acts 4:12). 
                      b.   A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, v. 32. 
                            -   As the light, Jesus came to be the Revelation of God. 
                            -   As the light, Jesus does reveal the Father. 

"I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in 
Me should not abide in darkness" (Jn. 12:46). 

"I am the light of the world.  He who follows Me shall not 
walk in darkness, but have the light of life" (Jn. 8:12). 

 

  V.   JESUS CAUSES THANKSGIVING, Lk. 2:36-38. 
          A.  The name Anna means "gracious," and this lady seems to have been 

especially gracious. 
                1    .She had lived with a husband for seven years before he died, v. 

36. 



                2.   She was a widow of 84 years, v. 37. 
                3.   She stayed in the temple and served God with fastings and 

prayers night and day, v. 37. 
                4.   When Anna saw the Christ, she gave thanks to the Lord, v. 37. 
          B.  Indeed, Jesus is a cause for thanksgiving. 
                1.   He is the long-awaited Messiah. 
                2.   Through Jesus we have the forgiveness of sins (Eph. 1:7). 
                3.   Through Jesus the fear of death is taken away (Heb. 15). 
                4.   Through Jesus we have been reconciled back to God (Rom. 5:10). 
          C.   Are you thankful? 
                1.   God expects us to be thankful. 
                      a.   We are to abound in faith with thanksgiving (Col. 2:7). 
                      b.   "Be thankful" (Col. 3:15). 
                2.   Are you thankful for what God has done? 
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