
Foundations for Ethics 

 
  I.  INTRODUCTION. 
  A. We are living in an increasingly wicked society. 
  B. We need to examine why we need to live godly lives. 
 
II.  COMING JUDGMENT. 
  A. The coming judgment provides a foundation for our behavior. 
   1. Paul said that if the dead are not raised, we should eat & drink because we won’t live forever (1 Cor  

15:32). 
   2. Peter said that because the world will be burned up we should be holy & godly (2 Pt 3:10-11). 
  B. We will be judged according to our works. 
   1. John saw the dead judged according to their works (Rv 20:12). 
   2. Every day we are making decisions as to how we will be judged. 
 
III. OUR BAPTISM. 
  A. Our baptism is to be a defining moment which changes our lives. 
   1. We were raised in baptism to walk in newness of life (Rm 6:4). 
   2. Our old man was crucified with Christ in baptism (Rm 6:6). 
   3. Christians are to put on the new man (Eph 4:24). 
  B. Our lives should, therefore, be different. 
   1. We dare not live like those who have never been baptized. 
   2. We dare not live like we did before we were baptized. 
 
 IV. JESUS’ EXAMPLE. 
  A. Jesus set an example while he was here on earth. 
   1. Christ left an example that we should follow (1 Pt 2:21). 
    a. The context here has to do with following Jesus’ example in suffering. 
    b. But, this is a valid principle for our lives. 
   2. Paul said that the Corinthians should imitate him as he imitated Christ (1 Cor 11:1). 
  B. We need to live our lives like Jesus lived his. 
  C. “What Would Jesus Do?” is a good standard for us to follow. 
 
  V. THERE IS RIGHT AND WRONG. 
  A. Many would say that there is no such thing as right & wrong. 
  B. Yet, the Scriptures teach that right & wrong are objective standards. 
   1. Gal 5:16-26 lists “works of the flesh” & the “fruit of the Spirit”—These are right & wrong all the  

time, under any circumstances. 
   2. God punishes wrong regardless of one’s motives. 
    a. God had said that anyone who touched anything holy would die (Num 4:15). 
    b. When the ark began to stumble, Uzzah reached forth his hand to steady it, but he died (2 Sm  

6:6-7). 
  C. We are to be faithful to God regardless of the circumstances. 
   1. Rv 2:10. 
    a. “Until death” actually means “unto death.” 
    b. The idea is that we should be faithful to the point of dying to remain faithful. 
   2. Heb 12:3-4. 
 
 VI. OUR EXAMPLE. 
  A. We have great power to influence people to do right. 
  B. The scriptures teach us to set good examples. 
   1. Mt 5:13-16. 
   2. Tit 2:6-8. 
 



VII. CHRIST DIED TO FREE US FROM SIN. 
  A. Jesus Christ had to die to free us from sin. 
   1. 1 Pt 2:24. 
   2. 1 Pt 1:17-19. 
  B. That Jesus died at Calvary to free me from sin should keep me from sin. 
 
VIII. GOD IS HOLY. 
  A. Just as boys often want to be just like their father, we should want to be like our Father in heaven. 
  B. The Scriptures affirm this: 
   1. 1 Pt 1:15-16. 
   2. Eph 5:1—Even though the context has to do with forgiving one another, we can apply the principle 
    broadly. 
   3. Mt 5:48. 


