
Is Judgment Really Coming? 

Amos 6:4-7 

INTRODUCTION 
A.  Illustration about Archimedes‟ being oblivious to the fact that his home city of Syracuse was being conquered  

 by the Roman general Marcellus in 212 BC, Illustrations for Biblical Preaching, p. 185. 

B.  So many in this world are oblivious to the judgment that is coming.  

 1.  Amos pictures the people of Israel as being oblivious to the coming judgment.  

 2.  This morning, we want to examine this passage to see what we can learn about being oblivious  judgment. 

THE COMFORTABLE, vv. 4-6 
A.  Woe to those who lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches, v. 4.  

 1.  These people lay upon beds of ivory. 

  a. Ivory decor was very popular at this time for inlays in furniture and wall panels.  

  b.  Sennacherib‟s Assyrian Annals mention that Hezekiah included a couch inlaid with ivory among his  

   tribute items. 

 2.  These people stretched themselves upon their couches - they took their ease upon their couches. 

B.  Woe to those who eat lambs from the flock, and calves from the midst of the stall, v. 4. 

 1.  For those who could afford it, the best quality meats came from specially bred sheep and cattle that  were  

  kept in stalls and fattened with barely prior to slaughter. 

 2.  These people ate the best foods that money could buy. 

C.  Woe to those who sing idle songs to the sound the harp, and like David invent for themselves instruments of  

 music, v. 5. 

 1.  These people sang idle songs to the sounds of the harp. 

  a.  “Sing idle songs” here literally means “improvise carelessly.” 

  b.  The idea is that these people would come up with song after song. 

 2.  These people, like David, invented for themselves instruments of music.  

  a.  All my life I have heard people trying to apply this text to instrumental music in the worship of the  

   church.  

   1) This text has been used to say that David never had authority to use the harp, even though he was  

    inspired to use it.  

   2) This text has been used to show that God never approved of instrumental music under the Old  

    Testament, even though at times he commanded its use in the Old Testament (2 Chr 29:25ff). 

  b.  That is, honestly, one of the worst cases of taking a passage out of context that I have ever seen.  

  c.  This verse has absolutely nothing to do with instrumental music in worship, the context is one of  

   luxury. 

   1) The idea is that these people came up with new ways to satisfy their luxury with music.  

   2) Who among us doesn‟t love music? Who doesn‟t love to have the radio on and often find himself  

    singing along?  

   3) These Israelites used music as a way to involve themselves in a luxurious lifestyle.  

D.  Woe to those who drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils v. 6.  

 1.  The term “bowl” here is one that was usually associated with religious activities. 

  a.  Thus, Amos may not have been condemning these Israelites for just drinking too much, but for  

   drinking from bowls that were used in the worship of God. 

  b.  These Israelites were drinking far more than most people and they were profaning the worship of  

   God. 

 2.  These Israelites also anointed themselves with the finest oils. 

  a.  When one attended a banquet in the ancient world, his head was often anointed with very fine oils by  

   a generous host. 

  b.  Thus, these people were feasting greatly and being anointed with costly fragrances. 

E. Woe to those who were not grieved over the ruin of Joseph, v. 6.  



 1. Throughout this book, Amos has declared “the ruin of Joseph.” 

  a. 2:13-16. 

  b.  “An adversary shall surround the land, and bring down your defenses from you, and your strongholds  

   shall be plundered” (3:11). 

  c.  “Seek the LORD and live, lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, and it devours with none  

   to quench it for Bethel” (5:6). 

 2.  These wealthy individuals were not grieved over the ruin of Joseph. 

  a.  These wealthy people knew that judgment was coming upon Israel - they, at the very least, had the  

   opportunity to know it through the preaching of Amos. 

  b.  But, they didn‟t care that judgment was about to come - they had a luxurious life and they didn‟t  

   really want to be bothered by anything else. 

 3.  Are we sometimes like that?  

  a.  Are there times that we get so caught up in the things of this world that we forget judgment is  

   coming? 

   1) Do we get so concerned with getting a raise at work, a new vehicle, a new car that we forget we  

    will  stand before God to be judged?  

   2) Do we sometimes get so concerned with the plot of our favorite TV program, seeing the latest  

    movie, or planning a wonderful vacation that we forget we will stand before God to be judged? 

  b.  Are there times that we get so comfortable in this world that we do not warn others that judgment is  

   coming? 

   1) How many of us are actively involved in our visitation group? Would we rather take things easy  

    than confront someone about his soul?  

   2) How many of us speak to those around us about the Lord Jesus, or is that too much trouble?  

    Would we rather be comfortable than be doing the right thing? 

 4.  Judgment will come upon this world. 

  a.  Mt. 25:31-32. 

  b.  Jude 14-15. 

 5.  Are you paying attention and prepped for that judgment to come? 

THE CAPTIVE, v. 7 
A.  Because the people of Israel were not grieved over the ruin of Joseph, they would be the first of those to go  

 into exile.                                     

 1.  These Israelites had claimed to be “the notable men of the first of the nations” (6:1). 

  a.  Now, they really would be the first, the first to go into captivity.  

  b.  As we well know, the nation of Israel into captivity before the nation of Judah.  

 2.  These people would be judged severely because they gave no thought to judgment. 

 3.  The people of God today will face severe judgment if they give no thought to judgment. 

  a.  “That servant who knew his master‟s will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will,  

   shall be beaten with many stripes” (Lk. 12:47). 

  b.  2 Pet. 2:20-22. 

  c.  Illustration about the two men robbing a jewelry store, Illustrations for Biblical Preaching, p. 208.  

 4.  Those who know the will of God and do not live accordingly will face severe judgment from God just as  

  these Israelites received severe judgment. 

B.  The revelry of those who stretch themselves shall pass away. 

 1.  The Israelites described here like the good life - they wanted the best things in life, and they didn‟t want to  

  be bothered with anything. 

 2.  They‟re partying would come to an end when God would judge them. 

 3.  The good life of so many will come to an end when this world is judged. 

  a.  Mt. 24:37-39 - Jesus said that before the flood, people were having a good ole time, & the same thing  

   will occur at the end of the world.  

  b.  “When people say, „There is peace and security,‟ then sudden destruction will come upon them as  

   travail comes upon a woman with child, and there will be no escape” (1 Thess. 5:3). 

  c. There are so many going through life enjoying all that they can, and that enjoyment will come to an  

   end. 



CONCLUSION 
A.  Judgment is going to come - there is no doubt about!  

B.  Will you be ready to stand before God in judgment?  


